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Increasing global temperatures will have negative
impacts on people in Manitoba and internationally.
Climate change will compromise the homes, health, food,
and water security for many people (see examples on the
other side of this pamphlet). Such negative impacts may
disrupt social and cultural norms of existing communities
and will likely impose large financial burdens.

With limited resources to adapt or relocate, the world’s
poor are especially vulnerable to the impacts of climate
change despite having contributed the least to green-
house gas emissions.

“The carbon footprint of the earth’s poorest 1 billion
is around 3 percent of the world’s total carbon footprint.”

UNDP Human Development Report 2007/2008, page 43

Climate change may also cause increased instability and
conflict around the world. As climate change impacts
livelihoods worldwide, numerous people will require aid
and/or be forced to move. Such climate refugees will
require aid and seek homes in less impacted regions and
nations.

Consequently, reducing greenhouse gas emissions is
necessary to help the world’s less fortunate from unfairly
slipping deeper into poverty and to better ensure global
peace and prosperity.
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Social Impacts of Climate Change in
Manitoba and Around the World

@ Winter road access in northern Manitoba was reduced from 50-55
days to a low of 20 days in the winter of 2000." When transport via
land is not possible, essential supplies must be flown in to northern
communities at greater expense.

@ Over the next century, U.S. crop yields could decrease by 30 to 46
percent if global warming occurs slowly and by 63 to 82 percent if
global warming occurs rapidly.2

In a few decades, Andean inter-tropical glaciers will likely disappear
affecting water availability and hydropower generation for millions of
people living on and around the Andes Mountains.3

@ The intensity and frequency of summer heatwaves will increase
throughout Europe.* Extreme heat in Europe during the summer of
2003 led to more than 35,000 deaths.>

@ As temperatures continue to rise and rainfall becomes more erratic in
Africa, approximately 75-250 million people will be at risk of increased
water stress by the 2020s - this number will likely escalate to 350-600
million people by the 2050s.%

@ Glaciers in the Greater Himalayas are shrinking rapidly. These glaciers
supply water for the 10 largest rivers in Asia and nearly 1/3rd of the
world’s population.”

@ A 1m rise of ocean levels would displace 20 million people in
Bangladesh.8

By 2050, there will be an additional 3,200 to 5,200 heat-related deaths
per year, and 0.6 to 1.4 million more people exposed to dengue fever
in Australia and New Zealand.?
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